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60 institutions in 11 
states from Maine to 
Florida

Over 9 million 
monographs retained

9k+ serials/journal 
holdings retained



What is Tableau?

• An interactive data visualization tool 
• Visual encoding of data allows it to be presented in a variety of 
ways
• Interactivity with the data supports exploration and discovery
• Increasingly popular tool for libraries as part of ongoing 
assessment work
• Available in a variety of ways including a free, public version



Using Tableau for Collection Analysis

•EAST worked with Center for Research Libraries (CRL) to analyze 
overlap and uniqueness of serials and journals holdings for 21 of 
our Cohort 1 retention partners
•Using the provided holdings from the libraries, CRL developed a 
series of spreadsheets for EAST
•We had been spoiled using GreenGlass for monograph collection 
analysis and wanted a way to visualize the spreadsheet data
•Sara Amato, Data Librarian, uploaded the holdings overlap data 
into Tableau for modeling



Goals

•Provide an easier to use view into the collective EAST 
serials/journals collection
•Simplify libraries’ ability to review widely held titles to eliminate 
those deemed inappropriate for retention
•Allow us to focus on groups of titles held by different numbers of 
EAST member libraries
•Once we agreed the the initial retention model, simplify the 
process of review of title lists by libraries



Faceted displays

Total title holdings by library
Boston College = 29,787 



Group holdings overlap
Of the 112,564 EAST titles,
75,713 – or 67% were held 
by a single EAST library



Same display limited
to titles held by 4-6
EAST libraries



The non-English languages
represented in the serials/
journals data set



Slider on screen allows you to 
specify the number of holding 
libraries you wish to see totals for 
and to specify whether or not JSTOR 
titles should be included



Title lists – the 4-6
holdings of Boston
College

Can be directly
downloaded



How we used Tableau

• Allowed Serials/Journals Working Group to look at collective data 
in one place rather than having to scroll through large and complex 
spreadsheets
• Facilitated modeling of different retention options 
• Like GreenGlass, Tableau was the source for libraries to download 
lists for review



Next Steps

• Cohort 1 retention titles undergoing final review and the 
approximately 9,000+ titles committed for retention added to the 
EAST Retentions Database as well as PAPR (and eventually the 
Rosemont data within PAPR)
• Continuing to work with CRL on a second round of serials/journals 
retentions with 31 EAST libraries
• Will use Tableau in a similar way to visualize the data and facilitate 
collection analysis
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